


 

 Libraries: Serving Communities

In 2007, nearly 
1.3 billion 
visits to 
public 

libraries 

African Americans 
(58%) and Latinos 
(62%) use a public 

library at least once a 
year 

Over 17,000 
public libraries 

serve cities, 
suburbs, and 
small towns 

Americans go to school, 
public and academic 
libraries more than 

twice as often as they 
go to the movies 

Many rural 
communities 
with no science 

centers are 
served by a 

public library  



Rural Public Libraries Library Patrons 

Engineers Impact People 

Understand 
Planet  

Earth 



 Inspire interest and increase understanding of STEM 
disciplines and the vital role they play in our everyday lives. 
 

 Increase interest and engagement in STEM learning by 
involving rural communities in hands-on, inquiry-based 
activities. 
 

 Build and sustain a Community of Practice (CoP) between 
librarians, project staff, and STEM professionals and 
educators. 
 

 Assess informal, free-choice learning in a library setting 
and compare results to other informal education 
environments (e.g. science centers), and disseminate 
results to educators and STEM professionals. 
 
 



 Design, fabricate and tour 2 STEM-based, interactive exhibits (Discover 
Earth and Discover Tech). 

 

 Develop inquiry-based activities and resources (for host and non-host 
libraries) in collaboration with professional STEM organizations. 

 

 Develop and implement a library staff training program (online and in-
person). 

 

 Create a CoP (Community of Practice) that includes project team 
members, librarians, and professionals in relevant STEM disciplines. 

 

 Conduct education research and evaluation and disseminate results to 
the ISE and library community through presentations at professional 
education meetings and publications. 

 

 Design and implement an online exhibit website. 
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The STAR_Net project has three primary innovations: 

  

 Develop inquiry-based experiences (exhibits and programs) 
for rural and underserved libraries,  

 

 Establish an effective Online Community whose members are 
from libraries and professional STEM organizations, and 

  

 Conduct a research project that explores how libraries can 
serve as STEM Learning Centers in their communities. We 
would also like to investigate free choice learning in a library 
environment and how that compares to what typically happens 
in science centers.  

 











The CoP structure will provide a dynamic forum for host libraries 
and other members to share resources and disseminate best 
practices.  

 

 Build the capacity of the professionals and organizations 
involved in STAR_Net. 
 

 Leverage the efforts of CoP member libraries, the project 
development team, and STEM organizations. 
 

 Foster partnerships and collaborations among Online 
Community members to develop new STEM learning 
experiences for libraries. 

 
 Achieve broader dissemination of education products and 

services and increase audience impact as a direct result of the 
STAR_Net CoP. 
 





 

 

 STEM Professionals (1,000s) 
 

 Exhibit Host Libraries (19) 

 

 STAR_Net  ALA Member Libraries (1,000s) 

 

 NGCP Network (1,000s) 

 

 Explore! Libraries (hundreds) 

 

    

 



 Networking & Partnerships (formal & informal) 

 

 Access to Activities & Resources 

 

 Build an R&D Capacity 

 

 Professional Development (e.g. webinars) 

 

 Professional Identity  

 

 Knowledge Sharing & Dissemination 

 



 Inspiration & Impact 

 

 Reach Diverse Audiences 

 

 Geographical Reach 

 

 Partnerships 

 

 Product Development 

 

 Knowledge Sharing & Dissemination 

 

 

 





Other Ways to 
Connect: 

 

 Webinars 

 

 ALA Conferences 

 

 Web 2.0 Activities  

 

 

 

 





“When we try to 
pick out 
anything by 
itself, we find it 
hitched to 
everything else 
in the universe.”  
 

John Muir 
“My First Summer in the Sierra” 1911 


