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PROJECT OVERVIEW

On Sunday afternoon, March 6, 2011, over fifty educators from the formal higher education and informal science
education worlds gathered at the Liberty Science Center in Jersey City, New Jersey to engage in two days of discussion
about how both communities could work together to advance STEM learning through the broad focus of civic
engagement. The invitational SENCER-ISE Conference was funded by grants from the National Science Foundation (NSF)
and the Noyce Foundation. The informal science educators who attended SENCER-ISE came primarily from science and
natural history museums, science centers, science media and communication outlets, and science organizations such as
the National Geographic Society and the Association of Science-Technology Centers. The world of formal science higher REPRESENTATIVES OF PRIMARY AUDIENCES
education was represented by faculty who are involved with the National Center for Science and Civic Engagement’s f;f;’igi_lIB;?S;’;E;S;‘;”;C:\QEZS’Bgst'(')enge of California

signature program SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities). The participants came Vincent Breslin, Southern Connecticut State University

from 19 states and the District of Columbia and also from Canada, Chile, and Israel. Tom de Boor, Grunwald Associates
Monica Devanas, Rutgers University
Meg Domroese, American Museum of Natural History

Alix Dowling Fink, Longwood University

CONFERENCE GOALS Robert Franco, Kapi’olani Community College

Professionals in higher education (HE) and informal science education Donnalean Fredeen, Southern Connecticut State University
(ISE) gathered to explore how formal-informal partnerships grounded in Phelan Reed Fretz, ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center
civic engagement may strengthen the work of both informal and formal Robert Garfinkle, Science Museum of Minnesota

science education. Conference goals included: Brian Hagenbuch, Hartwick College

e Sharing approaches and outcomes each community employs to
implement the civic engagement approach to Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning;

e Mapping possible collaborations between formal and informal science
educators that have the potential to transform each community’s
approach to STEM learning;

e Examining how civic responsibility and engagement activities are
related to issues of infrastructure, policy, and learning.

Maya Halevy, Bloomfield Science Museum Jerusalem
Edward Katz, University of North Carolina Asheville
Ruth Kermish-Allen, Island Institute

Judith Kirkpatrick, Kapi’olani Community College
Joseph Koonce, Case Western Reserve University
Keith Krumpe, University of North Carolina Asheville
Dennis Lehman, Harold Washington College

Kali Lightfoot, Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes
Jennifer Martin, TELUS World of Science — Calgary
Carlos Murillo Martinez, Earth University

Sue Ellen McCann, KQED Public Media

Terry McGuire, Rutgers University
Georgina Ngozi, Brooklyn Children’s Museum
CHANGE REWARD STRUCTURES RAISE MONEY AND RESOURCES Wit Ostrenko, Museum of Science and Industry — Tampa
John Pratte, Arkansas State University
APPROACH AND SUSTAIN Stephanie Ratcliffe, The Wild Center
EMERGING STRATEGIES LISTEN AND Emerging Strategies: What can we do together to advance our shared vision? COLL ABORATION Timothy Ritchie, McWane Science Center
Potential strategies to address RESPOND TO Upper and lower tracks proceed in parallel in ongoing process, repeatedly CREATE ’ Robert Sanford., University of Southerp I\/Iaipe
these obstacles and build a COMMUNITY cycling back to the first step of listening to the community Kathleen Schwille, National G.eogrz.aphlc Society
foundation for ongoing STRUCTURE Amy Shachter, Santa Clara University
collaborative work include Richard Sheardy, Texas Woman’s University
development of resources and CREATE NEW CREATE NEW Jennifer Shirk, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
joint approaches and structures IDENTIFY SHARE CREATE JOINT LEARNING CURRICULUM Ann Staton, Texas Woman’s University
to initiate, advance, and sustain POTENTIAL EXPERIENTIAL AND WORK STRUCTURES Walter Staveloz, Association of Science-Technology Centers
INFORMATION : . :
the work, as outlined in the COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES ENVIRONMENTS Joe Witte, George Mason University
figure to the right. Tom Wood, George Mason University
Alexander Zwissler, Chabot Space and Science Center
For details of the diagram above, see “Emerging Strategies Workshop” (page 46) and accompanying diagram, “The Flow” (page 61) in the
document, Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities-Informal Science Education (SENCER-ISE) Conference CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
Emlyn Koster, Liberty Science Center

Lynn Luckow, Craigslist Foundation

CONFERENCE GUESTS

IMPACT (FINDINGS AND DOCUMENTATION) ELECTRONIC RESOURCES AND DELIVERABLES . . .
_ e , , , , o o Carlo Parravano, Merck Institute for Science Education
The conference evaluation findings, based on interviews with To encourage connections and maintain communication, the SENCER-ISE team created: .
.. _ ) . , Mercedes Talley, W.M. Keck Foundation
randomly-selected participants from both sectors and prepared by - A virtual ‘Passport to Networking,” a password-protected site that allows partners to learn more
Randi Korn and Associates, Inc., is encouraging in that “findings show about the interests and expertise of conference participants. SENCER-ISE T
that there is much consensus between the two sectors when - A LinkedIn group. ) _ EAM -
considering how best to collaborate around civic engagement in - A webpage on the NCSCE site (www.ncsce.net) that contains full versions of the conference Jonathan.Buckl, Confergnce FaC|I|t.ator
science.” Collaborative steps are being taken by some participants. documentation and evaluation, as well as contact information for project staff. Wm. David Burns, Principal Investigator

Alan J. Friedman, Project Director

Randi Korn, Project Evaluator

Danielle Kraus Tarka, NCSCE

David La Piana, Partnerships Presentation™
Ellen Mappen, SENCER Coordinator
Catherine McEver, Project Documentarian
Amanda Moodie, Network Coordinator
Glenn Odenbrett, NCSCE

Eliza Reilly, NCSCE

H/\RR‘SBURG *Participation supported by the Noyce Foundation
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The SENCER-ISE conference “successfully achieved its two main goals
of bringing ISE and SENCER professionals together to discuss civic
engagement in science and inspiring ideas for collaboration between
them.” The evaluation report also offers suggestions that address
perceived obstacles and opportunities for collaboration between the
two sectors, as interviewees had many ideas to contribute. We are
happy to share copies of the evaluation report from Randi Korn and
Associates and the Conference Proceedings and Executive Summary
prepared by Catherine McEver. They are all available online at
http://www.ncsce.net/Initiatives/SENCERISE.cfm.
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