
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What forms of social capital are tied to persistence in and connecting across informal STEM 
programs for youth from underrepresented groups? 

What program features--specifically sponsorship, mentorship, and brokering--grow these social 
supports for persistence in and connecting across informal STEM programs for underserved 
youth?

DATA COLLECTION
• 3 rounds of interviews with 200 Students
• Program observations 
• Educator interviews.
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The Role of Mentorship in Persistence in Informal STEM Programs


