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Exhibit big Idea 
Biomimicry engages us with nature’s strategies to design solutions for the 
challenges we face in our own communities and around the world.

The C-PIECE Study and Framework
Collaborative Practices at Interactive Engineering Challenge Exhibits

Designing Our Tomorrow—Mobilizing the next generation of engineers 
 is made possible with funding from the National Science Foundation 
under Grant No. DRL-1811617

PI: Marcie Benne, PhD, mbenne@omsi.edu 
Co-PI: Verónika Núñez, vnunez@omsi.edu

Project Overview 
Engage families in engineering design challenges 
through a sustainability and biomimicry lens. 
Families advance their engineering proficiencies 
while learning from nature to create a livable future. 

Primary Audiences 
Public Audience: Families with children, particularly 
with girls ages 9-14 Professional Audience: Exhibit 
Developers, Designers and Facilitators

Capacity-building Exhibit Research

Project details can be found at:
www.engineerourtomorrow.com

Front-end evaluation Youth and Virtual Advisory Board Input

Narrative and graphic input 

 Prototyping

Project collaborators
Designing Our Tomorrow is a collaborative project, with team 
members, partners, and advisors from the following institutions: • 
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) • Adelante Mujeres • 
Biomimicry Institute • Fleet Science Center • Arizona State University • 
Exploratorium • Museum of Science Boston • Oakland Museum of 
California • Oregon State University • Rockman et al • Science Museum 
of Minnesota • TERC • University of Notre Dame • Yellow Cow 
Consulting • Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán • Schumacher Center 
for a New Economics • Georgia Tech 

This research helps professionals support families’ exercise of 
informed engineering practices.

http://www.engineerourtomorrow.com



